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SUBJECT: SOVIET SALT PURCHASES 

REF: SANA 107, SANA 301 

1. AT LUNCH JANUARY 31 SOVIET FIRST SECRETARY SAID 
SOVIETS HAD OPPERED TO BUY POR CASH (ANY CURRENCY, 

HE SAID) 200,000 TONS OP SALT FROM YEMEN IP YARG AGREED 

TO LET COST OP ANOTHER 200,000 TONS OP SALT BE APPLIED AGAINST 
DEBT TO SOVIETS. SOVIETS TALKING ABOUT PAYING $10 
A TON POB (WHICH ONLY ABOUT POUR TIMES WHAT YEMENIS 
TELL ME THEIR TAKING PRICE IS). NEVERTHELESS, SINCE 
SOVIET OPPER LAST MONTH, THEY HAVE HEARD NOTHING 
PROM YEMENIS. 

2. FIRST SECRETARY COMPLAINED THAT USSR HAD AGREED 
TO POSTPONEMENT OP PAYMENT ON DEBT LIVE TIMES, 

BUT HAVE NEVER GOTTEN A PENNY, NOT EVEN ON THEIR 
1956 LOAN. 
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3. HE ALSO SAID MAXIMUM THAT SOVIETS WOULD BUY WAS 
500,000 TONS, BECAUSE IT HAD TO BE REFINED IN SOVIET 
UNION AND SHIPPING WAS COSTLY. 

COMMENT: IF SOVIETS DON'T PRETEND TO THEMSELVES THAT 
THEY ARE GETTING REAL REPAYMENT ON DEBT, THEN WHAT 
THEY ARE OFFERING IS $5.00 IN HARD CURRENCY PER TON 
FOB FOR 400,000 TONS OF SALT. THAT'S .STILT. MORE THAN YEMENIS 
WOULD TAKE EROM lAPANESE OR KOREANS, BUT, SAID FIRST 
SECRETARY, CHINA HAS HALTED SHIPMENT OE SALT TO 
SOVIET UNION THIS YEAR "EOR UNKNOWN REASONS" AND 
SOVIETS NEED SALT SOON FOR FISH PRESERVATION AND 
OTHER NON-CONSUMER USES. 
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